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ABSTRACT 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the high-accuracy equipment for 
determining the presence or absence of sound and capable of correctly 
determining the absence of sound at the silent zone even under conditions 



such as the higher 
noise power ratio) . 

SOLUTION: A power enumerating device 301 enumerates power for every 
definite zone (frame) in an input sound signal. A silent power presuming 
device 302 presumes silent power. A plurality of the resulting parameters 
are individually used. Each individual multivalued logic determining device 
304-307 individually determines the definition of the presence or absence 
of sound. An overall determining device 308 carries out multivalue 
determination in the degree of the presence of sound, using a plurality of 
the individual determination results. Binary encoding is applied to the 
presence or absence of sound according to the determination result of the 
presence of sound after hangover. The final determination result is then 
generated. 



noise level, or the lower S/N ratio (sound signal to 
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